
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Eggs in God’s Basket 

 

     I am sure you have all heard the old saying: “Don’t put all your eggs in one basket.” 

Now, that is good advice. But I would like to add: unless it is God’s basket. 

     There are two big mistakes that you and I can make in life. The first is to depend 

completely on another human being. The second is to depend entirely on yourself. 

     Now having said that, I want you to know that I am not trying to say that people 

can’t be very important to us. They are important to us. After all, how can children get 

along without their parents? And where would husbands and wives be without one 

another? Let’s face it: We need friends…and…we need each other. We need someone in 

our lives that we can really depend on…especially in tough times or when the going 

gets rough. We should know from experience that we cannot do it all by our lonesome. 

Still…we must never let anyone take the place of God in our lives. When push comes to 

show the only one that we can really and truly depend on…and forever count on…is 

God. When all of our loves have died…and when all of our friends have bit the 

dust…who do we have to turn to? GOD AND GOD ALONE. 

     Jeremiah tell us: “Cursed is the man who trusts in human beings…who seeks his strength 

in flesh and blood…whose heart turns away from the Lord. He is a barren bush in the desert. But 

blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord…whose hope is in the Lord. He is like a tree that is 

planted by the waters…its roots stretch out to the stream. He will always bear fruit.” 

     Now, no one can be god to use except the one and only true God. And we can’t be 

god to anyone else either. Oh, we can help one another out to the best of our 

ability…but we do always have to remember that we have to place all our eggs in God’s 

basket. Only he is able to be with us whenever…wherever and however we need him. 

     It is too bad that the rich man in the gospel - who was dressed in purple - didn’t 

know that. From all appearances he seems to have placed all his confidence in his 

money. That was not a good move on his part. And it wouldn’t be a good move on our 

part either. Oh sure, we know that money has been given a real bad reputation. But let 

me try to put things in order for you. 

     I ask each of you to look at the man or the woman sitting in the pew next to you. 

Perhaps he or she has a lot of money on his or her person. But there may not be any  
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avarice in his or her heart. And you…you may not have any money on your 

person…but…you may have a lot of avarice in your heart. You see: It all boils down to 

this: “It is not a matter of income…but rather a matter of what is in your heart.” 

 


